Tryptophan-derived sulfur-containing phytoalexins--a general overview.
Phytoalexins are low molecular weight antimicrobial compounds that are synthesized and accumulated in plants after their exposure to pathogenic microorganisms (bacteria, fungi, viruses and protozoans). They are extensively studied now as promising antifungal, potentially anticancer and plant diseases controlling agents. The article pertains to a group of indole-derived phytoalexins--brassinins, containing at least one sulfur atom in the side chain or in the ring(s), isolated from the cruciferous plants. Up today more than 20 compounds, closely related biogenetically, but exhibiting diversified biological activity have been identified. The survey summerises most promising recent results pertaining practical application of brassinins and camalexins.